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The Bottle Kiln was built as part of the Colman Factory Estate, 

between 1908-29. it was used to dry freshly sawn green timber 

that were later turned into the crates and barrels as part of the 

production and shipment of mustard. 

It is Grade II listed, see Heritage Assessment 2023.

The Bottle Kiln itself is seen as the centrepiece in the new park 

area and will be a reminder of the industrial heritage.

ii. Bottle Kiln

Heritage Impact Assessment - June 2023 Site photos, Stolon Studio, 2023

Google Earth Aerial View, 2018

Site photos, Stolon Studio, 2023

Site photos, Stolon Studio, 2023
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The proposal is to convert the bottle 

kiln into a bat hibernaculum. This will 

require minimal changes to the existing 

structure and is intended that the 

works will help to preserve the existing 

building. 

Building B4 comprises the former kiln 

previously identified as having potential 

for roosting bats. The 2022 survey 

confirmed this, and the building was 

recorded to be in similar condition to 

that reported in 2010, with numerous 

cracks in the exterior brickwork. 

The cavity wall was identified as 

continuing to offer potential for roosting 

bats, while the surrounding habitat, 

comprising woodland, represents 

favourable foraging and commuting 

habitat. The building is however subject 

to disturbance from unauthorised 

public use, with much graffiti and a 

makeshift camp recorded within. As 

such, this building is considered to offer 

moderate potential for roosting bats. 

(pg.36, 2023 Baseline Ecological 

Appraisal, Aspect Ecology)

The proposals are as follows: 

• Installation of at least seven bat 

bricks in addition to roughed timbers 

attached to the wall within the built 

structure during renovation works to 

provide new opportunities for bats

• Partial boarding at the roof to 

improve shelter and limit airflow, 

while allowing bat access via the roof 

by leaving a gap of around 500 mm

• The provision of a metal grilles at 

the circular openings and the main 

ground entrance to deter the public 

from entering. The size of the gaps 

in the grille will be at least 450 mm 

to allow bats to enter... The grille will 

be of a suitably heavy-duty and long-

lasting design (e.g. galvanised steel).

(pg 25, Environmental Action Plan - 

Aspect Ecology)

To reduce the number of disturbances and 

lower the flood risk a moat is proposed 

along the kiln’s perimeter. At the edge of 

the moat, brick footings will be inserted 

parallel to the entrance. This will provide 

footings for a temporary boardwalk to 

allow maintenance workers’ access 

across the moat to the bottle kiln. *See 

drawings on pg 7 Section of Bottle Kiln with Proposed Landscape - Stolon Studio, 2023

Plan layout, Stolon Studio 2023

Section and Elevations of Bottle Kiln, Stolon Studio
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Flood risk

The existing ground level around the Bottle 

Kiln is approximately 1.6mAOD. Therefore 

the kiln is susceptible to a 1 in 30 year flood. 

No changes are proposed to the immediate 

surrounding ground levels.The kiln is 

located within a blue/green park that is 

designed to convey flood water away from 

the development. The predominant land 

level adjacent to the kiln is 1.3m. Therefore 

rainwater and flood water will naturally fall 

away from the kiln. 

Furthermore, a new ditch/moat is proposed 

to surround the kiln. This will provide a 

natural drainage path, directing water away 

from the kiln, aiding drying out after a flood 

and reducing the risk of damage.  The ditch 

is connected to the main ditch system within 

the CWS, providing a blue/green corridor to 

the marsh with additional habitat and a flight 

path for the bats.

Security 

At present, the kiln has evidence of graffiti/

vandalism. To minimise future disturbance 

from people, a metal grille will be inserted 

into the side and top openings in order to 

minimise disturbance from people and to 

provide greater protection from the elements. 

These additions, in turn, will provide better 

conditions to make an ideal environment for 

bat roosting.

 While the moat is also proposed to prevent 

flooding, given its close proximity to the 

developments’ LEAP, the moat will create a 

natural barrier between people and the CWS 

zone to the south, as well as the bottle kiln 

itself. 

These changes are minimal and will not affect 

the overall visual aspects of the building. As 

the grilles are not solid, the kiln will continue 

to be ventilated so that the brickwork can 

continue to dry out after wet weather. 

Maintenance

The kiln building will be ‘subject to an annual 

inspection from the ground by the management 

contractor.’ (pg 19, 2023 Nature Conservation 

Management Plan, - Aspect Ecology)

At the edge of the moat, brick footings will 

be inserted parallel to the entrance. This will 

provide a sturdy base for timber boards to 

be fitted  over the ditch from time to time to 

create a temporary access for maintenance 

workers. *See drawings to right and pg 7

iv. Access/Security
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